
Further information about the National Child Measurement Programme data 

collection 
 

The information collected by us includes your child’s height and weight 

measurements together with their name, date of birth, gender, home address and 

postcode, NHS Number and ethnicity. This information about your child is needed 

because their age, gender, ethnicity and the place they live are known to affect their 

height and weight. Their name, date of birth and NHS Number is needed to link your 

child’s measurements to other information about your child. All this information is 

treated confidentially and held securely by us. It will not be shared with your child’s 

school or with other children. 
 

The information collected from all schools in the area will be gathered together and 

held securely by the local authority Public Health team. We will store your child’s 

information on their local child health record on the child health information database 

and share it with their GP. No individual measurements will be given to school staff 

or other children, and all information will be treated confidentially. 
 

All the information collected about your child will be sent by us to NHS Digital. NHS 

Digital is responsible for collecting health and care information to check how the 

NHS and social care services are doing, and to use this to improve the care provided 

to people across England.  
 

The information collected about your child will also be shared by NHS Digital with 

Public Health England but in a de-personalised form only. This means Public Health 

England will not be able to identify your child. Public Health England is responsible 

for working to protect and improve the nation’s health.  
 

Both NHS Digital and Public Health England will use the information from the 

National Child Measurement Programme to better understand numbers and trends in 

child weight and body mass index (BMI). This helps with the planning of services to 

support healthy lifestyles in your area. No information will ever be published by NHS 

Digital or Public Health England that identifies your child. 
 

If your child was previously measured for the National Child Measurement 

Programme, NHS Digital may link your child’s current and previous height and 

weight measurements. It may also link their measurements with other information it 

holds about your child such as their dental survey results or the reasons for any 

visits they may have made to hospital. Linking your child’s information in this way 

helps better understand how and why the weight status of children is changing.  
 

De-personalised information from the National Child Measurement Programme may 

also be shared by NHS Digital with other organisations, such as universities. This is 

to help improve health, care and services through research and planning. This 

information cannot be used to identify your child, and NHS Digital only ever shares 

information for research with the approval of an independent group of experts.  


