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Dear Parents,

It has been a flying start to the new half term with children getting straight
into work as if they have never been away! This has been my favourite day of
the week so far, seeing children in Badgers Class tasting figs after they were
mentioned in their class text. Many especially liked fig rolls and plan to ask
parents to buy them in future!

It seems many children have been exploring new online games over the holiday.
This is of fen something that comes up but we have really noticed this week how
many children seem to be accessing games with inappropriate contents. Parental
guidance regarding these can be found at the end of the newsletter.

Special Awards this week:

Hedgehog Class

Badger Class

Georgia for her super blending skills in phonics. /\
Harry for really taking his time and putting great care into his
art work this week.
Fox Class
Alfred for having a super attitude to learning and

working really hard.
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Other Messages

Parent Meetings

Whriter of the Week
Jazz for her great letter about the bear under the stairs!
Book of the Week

Izzy chose ‘Tom Gates everything's amazing (sort of)’ this
week. Fox Class recently chose new Tom Gates books for our
library so it is definitely worth having a look if you enjoy these
books.

Booking will be open until Thursday lunchtime so please make sure you make your
appointments before then. If you have any problems please do get in touch.

Yaxham CE VA Primary School's

Reception Open Evening
Tuesday 274 November 2021
4pm - 5:30pm
On this day we would like to welcome anyone who has a child

starting school in September 2022 to come and join us for a FREE
Little Mess session, as well as a tour of our school.

Little Mess is an amazing sensory
experience in which your little
ones can explore and investigate
a range of activities.

Our theme for this session will be
Fireworks!

The Little Mess session will run from
4:15 - 5:15. Tours will be available
either side of this at 4pm or 5:15.
Please contact us fo book your
place and let us know which tour

time you prefer.

office@yaxham.sch.org.uk 01362 692033
You may also like to watch our virtual tour on our website.

hitps://yaxham-cofe-primary.eschools.co.uk

We look forward to meeting you all and welcomin
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Open Evening

It was lovely to see lots of families at our
open evening. Sadly Little Mess had to
cancel but have offered us a new date, so
families are more than welcome to come
and see us again as well as anyone who
couldn't attend on the previous date. This
is a great opportunity to meet staff and
talk about our school. We will be sharing
the new date as soon as possible.

Bags2school

Bags2school collection on 29th November
2021, further details to follow after half-
term.

Dress for the weather

We have really noticed a change in the

weather this week. Children are really starting to feel the cold so please make sure
they have warm coats etc. Those who are doing after school clubs would benefit from

hats and gloves too!
Best wishes,
Jennie Miiller

Headteacher



Dates for your Diary:
Appointments for viewing books 12th November 2021
Virtual Parent Meetings w/c 15th November 2021

Children in Need - we will be dancing for Pudsey so children can come in party clothes! 19th
November 2021

Bags2School 9am 29th November 2021

Christmas decoration day - children come in clothes you don’t mind getting messy! 3rd
December 2021

Christmas Jumper Week - Children can wear a christmas jumper any day or everyday this
week! They will need to wear uniform if not wearing a Christmas jumper w/c 13th December
2021

End of Autumn Term 17th December 2021
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Meet Our Expert

Carly Page Is an experienced and highly respected freelance
technology journalist, editor and consultant. Previously the
editor of tech tabloid The INQUIRER, Carly now works as the news
editor for Computer Shopper and IT Pro and writes for a number
of publications inc|uding Forbes, TechRadar, Tes, The Metro,
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There's a very good chance you've heard of Fortnite, but what exactly is it? And why is it so popular
amongst young people? Fortnite is an online multiplayer "battle royale” game developed by Epic Games,
and is playable on Playstation 4, Xbox One, Nintendo Switch, PC and mobiles. It gained popularity in late

2017 and has since become the biggest game in the world, thanks to its rapid and engaging gameplay.
As with most games, Fortnite itself is a highly enjoyable and safe experience, but it pays to be vigilant,

as the safety is not water tight.

What parens need to know about,

FORTNITE

BATTLE ROYALE

BATTLE ROYALE

Battle Royale games have become very popular&
t

over the last couple of years, and most

follow a very similar setup. Taking Fortnite as an

example, 100 players drop into a map, loot

buildings for weapons and armour and attempt to

beat all the other players to be crowned victor at

the end. If you've ever seen the Hunger Games

movies, you'll have an idea of what this entails.
game can take up to 20 minutes (assumlng

you last to the end) and can be restal

quickly once wohephynrshmbmfomd.

SEASONAL UPDATES

Every 10 weeks or so Fortnite is updated with a
new season. This essentially adds new things
like skins and emotes to the game, while also
sometimes changing up the game map in
interesting ways. These seasons are free to
everybody and don't require additional mol
to play, though battle passes for each season
can be bought with V-Bucks. A battle pass will
typically allow a player to earn experience
faster and gain fun in-game items by
_completing a host of daily challenges.
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BUYING V-BUCKS

As mentioned, Fortnite does contain in-game
purchases and microtransactions in the form of
V-Bucks which can be bought with real money. If
you do decide to let your young one spend
money in the game, be sure to delete your card
Siformation ulterwariy s canbe very easy to
purchase more items at the press of a few
buttons. It's important to set a limit on any

ourchases (as mentioned they are absolutely not
necessary to play the game) and a suggestion
would be capping the spendin ataround £50-
this is the normal retail price of a game

TALKTO OTHER
PARENTS / CARERS

If you're concerned about play time or
spending money in the game, talk to
other parents and carers of your child’s
friends. If you approach as a collective, it
will be easier to know when their friends
are online and you don't have to worry
about who they're playing with. It can
also help curb expectations on spending
money on battle passes and skins if yo
stick together.

IS FORTNITE ADDICTIVE?

Fortnite is at the forefront of gaming addiction
discussions because it is so popular with young people.
But whether it actually contributes to gaming addiction is
up for debate. WHO (World Health Organisation) have
classified gaming as a legitimate addiction, but this is not
solely a concern with Fortnite, Signs of addiction can
include irritability when not playing, lying about the

amount of time played and a preoccupation with thoughts

of the next gaming session. Realistically, it must be down
to parents and carers to recognise these symptoms and
actaccordingly if they think they are developing.

CROSSPLAY IS AVAILABLE

One of the wonderful things about Fortnite is that it ‘ '

can be played cross-platform. This means that no
matter what platform a person plays on (PC,
PlayStation 4, Xbox One etc) they can play with
friends who own the game on a different platform.
To do this, an Epic Games account must first be
created online (which is free) and then linked with
your platform account. Doing this removes the
age-old boundary of not being able to play together
because you don't have the same console and ope‘;\;

- up awhole new world of playing online with frien

TOP Tips for Farents

GAMING WITH STRANGERS “’

Fortnite Battle Rolale is an online game, and as such,

there is a chance that young children could come into
contact with strangers who are randomly placed into
their groups in a game. It's difficult to predict what
another person might say or do in a game, so it's a good
idea for friends playing together, to be grouped together,
The only real countermeasure to interacting with
strangers offered by Fortnite is to turn off all mic
communications, which can be done in the game’s
settings. Using outside chat apps, like Skype or Discord
while playing, is a great way to make sure you know who
you're talking to and that nobody else is listening in.

CAN DEVELOP SOME
IMPORTANT SKILLS

It's often overlooked just how good
aming can be for young people.
‘ortnite encourages team play, quick

and complex prazlem solving and

communication; that's not to mention
the lightning fast reflexes gamers can
taking breaks to do
ies is of course important,
there are benefits to screen time which
might not be immediately obvious.

FREETO PLAY...ORISIT?

While Fortnite is technically free to play (in that
you can download and play it without paying)
it does come with the caveat that spending
money on things like skins and emotes
in-game is heavily pushed to players. The
currency used in-game is. calhd'Viuclu’and
<an be bought with real money throug.
game’s online store. It’s worth remem|

these purchases are absolutely not
necessary, are cosmetic only and that V-Bucks
«can be earned in-game with enough play time.

IS FORTNITE VIOLENT?

Fortnite has been rated by the ESRB
(Entertainment Software Ratings Board) as
teen, as it contains cartoony violence and the
weapons and acts depicted in the game are
some way removed from their real life
inspirations. Characters don’t draw blood when
shot and instead of dying, they are simply
beamed up off the map. Naturally, players
younger than the recommended age limit will
want to playthe game and thn should be at
the discretion of parents and carers.

LIMIT TIME, BUT BE FLEXIBLE

A game of Fortnite can last up to
20 minutes, so be flexible when
it's time to put itaway. The
approach of ‘one more game’ as
opposed to“10 more minutes’
will stop any complaints thata
match is still ongoing. Better
still, play with your child and
take it in turns; that way you're
helping control the time played
and can keep an eye on what
they're experiencing.

PLAY THE GAME
YOURSELF

There’s no substitute for sitting down
and playing the game yourself to learn
all about it. Fortnite is available for free
on almost anything you can imagine,
even your smartphone, so there’s never
been a better time to get involved and
see what all the fuss is about. You never
know, you might even be able to impress
your children when you show them your
impressive Victory Royale tally!

Meel our exper{, O

Mark Foster has worked in the gaming industry for 5 years as a writer, editor
and presenter. He is the current gaming editor of two of the biggest gaming
news sites in the world, UNILAD Gaming and GAMINGDbible. Starting gaming
from a young age with his siblings, he has a passion for understanding how
games and tech work, but more importantly, how to make them safe and fun.

www.theguardian.com/games/2018/mar/07 fortnite-battle-royale-parents-guide-video-game-multiplayer-shooter, https://www.psychguides.com/behavioral-disorders /video-game-addiction/,
www.polygon.com/2018/3/23/17146848/cross-platform-crossplay-psd-xbox-pe-switch-ios-mobile-enable-friends-compatible-matchmaking# 7OIE7d, https://www.estb.org/ratings/34948 Fortnite/
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Fortnite: Chapter 2 has finally landed! With a whole host of new in-game features including a brand-new map, OMMEy,

more water-based activities, upgraded character skins and a more streamlined arsenal of weapons, this Fortnite “.4;
romm is promising to be the best yet. Aimost all of the changes are cosmetic which means the concept of the game <
remains the same, with players still aiming to be the last man standing. Players will no doubt find the game much
more enjoyable with so much more to explore. For parents and carers h , it pays to in vigilant.
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